Transition Chepstow

July 2011 Newsletter

It’s been another very busy two months for Transition Chepstow.  As always we’d be delighted to see you at forthcoming events or helping out with new projects.  Or maybe you know someone who would be interested in getting involved?  Feel free to forward this newsletter to them.
More details on our projects and events can be found on our website http://www.transitionchepstow.org.uk/  and our Facebook site.  
For general enquiries email info@transitionchepstow.org.uk or call 07944 468052.

Latest News

Residents show a lot of ‘Give and Take!’

Our fourth ‘Give it Away - Take it Away’ reuse event in May was our most successful so far!  Attendance was up, and again most of the items that were brought along found a new home – including, doors, beds, compost-turners, TVs and bikes.  The next event is being planned for the autumn at Chepstow Comprehensive School.  Follow us on Facebook to get a notification when the date is set or check out our website for information about the events.
‘Wildlife in Transition’ Group News
Hedgehog fans may be interested to know that a community-based initiative called 'Hedgehog Street' has been launched recently to help our declining garden hedgehogs.  Just a few simple changes in your garden could make a huge difference to the wellbeing and survival of our local hedgehogs.  You can send off for a pack to help you and your neighbours.  For more information visit here.
Our last wildlife walk took us to the new Landshare site near Tidenham where Transition Chepstow has a communal plot along with 20 others.  We heard warblers singing and saw fantastic wildflowers along the way.  At the plot we enjoyed the skylarks, swallows, goldfinches and resident pheasants.  There were plenty of bumblebees attracted by the bee-friendly planting – the benefits of wildlife friendly organic farming were obvious!  We will have two wildlife walks this month, see the Events section for more details.  Contact Rosemary on 01291 621914 or via  wildlifeintransition@transitionchepstow.org.uk  for full details of the walks, or if you are interested in finding out more about the group.
Garden Tour Is Full of Good Ideas
A range of interesting gardens were on show for this year’s Transition Chepstow Garden Ideas tour.  To see some photos of the event visit here.  For information on the photos, click ‘show info’.
New Garden City Community Group
Do you live in Garden City or know someone who does?  This new local group is initially focused on enhancing Garden City’s wildlife, tackling litter & dog mess, and improving the park – including play for children and aesthetics.  The group will widen its scope when they get feedback on what the community actually wants.
So far, they’ve had a Big Lunch, plant swap, sent flyers around Garden City and keep interested residents informed via emails and letters.  The group is on Facebook which is a forum for local pictures, resident’s skills sharing, airing of general concerns and meeting minutes.  Alternatively you can get in touch via gardencitygroup16@gmail.com
Transition Chepstow gets a name check!
Recently, Rob Hopkins, founder of the Transition Towns idea, gave a short talk in Devon that included mention of ‘The Chepstow Bag’.  It’s also a good overview of what other Transition Towns are doing.  You can watch it here.

Transition Chepstow Events

Wildlife Walk at Pentwyn Farm
Sunday July 10th, 2pm – 4pm
Gwent Wildlife Trust's Reserve at Pentwyn Farm 
We will visit this beautiful nature reserve to look at the wildflower meadows and try to identify the plants and insects we see.  Please contact Rosemary on 01291 621914 for car sharing arrangements and/or a location map.  Remember to give your contact details in case we have to cancel the event if the weather is poor.

Transition Social
Friday July 15th, 8pm – 10pm
Coach and Horses Inn, Welsh Street, Chepstow
A relaxed get together and opportunity to meet others involved in Transition projects.  Or maybe you’re not involved but would like to learn more about Transition Chepstow?  All welcome.  For more details, contact Marcus via food@transitionchepstow.org.uk  or 07944 468052.

Litter Clean Up – Chepstow
Tuesday 19th July - 6pm to 7pm
Meet at the car park beside Tenby Lane, off Denbigh Drive, near the Football club.  To litter pick the area alongside the river below Warrenslade and Park Redding Woods.  The plan is to walk down via the Football club through the southern part of the woods and go through the tunnel under the railway to the river.  For more information contact Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Evening Wildlife Walk – Forest of Dean
Saturday July 23rd, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
This walk will be led by a wildlife ranger from the Forestry Commission who will take us to the best places to see the some of the wildlife which becomes more active at dusk.  Please note these times are provisional.  Please contact Rosemary on 01291 621914 or at wildlifeintransition@transitionchepstow.org.uk if you would like to join us – we plan to car share where possible.
Litter Clean Up - Chepstow
Sunday, August 7th
For more information contact Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Apple Pressing - Chepstow Town Council and Transition Chepstow
Saturday, October 29th 
The Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow
Full details to appear on the Transition Chepstow website in September.
If you have any ideas for the day, please contact Marcus via food@transitionchepstow.org.uk

Chepstow 'Apple Day' - Chepstow Town Council 
                                                                        and Transition Chepstow
Sunday, October 30th – Free Entry
The Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow
Full details to appear on the Transition Chepstow website in September.
Chepstow’s third annual Apple Day will be packed full of activities for the family.
If you have any ideas for the day, please contact Marcus via food@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Other events (organised by other groups etc)

Food & Craft Festival 2011 - Chepstow Comprehensive School

Thursday 14th July, 4pm-7pm - Free Entry
Includes cookery demonstrations from celebrity chef James Sommerin.  Over 30 local producer stalls and special guest, children’s author Shoo Rayner.  Cake baking and children’s photography competition.
For more details contact ajones@chepstow.monmouthshire.sch.uk

2011 Green Gathering

28th-31st July

Piercefield Park, Chepstow

For more details visit the website.
Chepstow Show 

Saturday 13th August
Broadwell Farm, Hayesgate Lane, Crick, NP16 6LL

For more details visit the website here.

Chepstow Garden Show

Sunday 14th August

Drill Hall, Chepstow
Contact Caroline Duchett for details on 01291 626837
Organic Food Festival
September 3, 2011
Bristol Harbour
Visit  http://www.organicfoodfestival.co.uk/  for more information.
For more local events visit the Chepstow Town Crier Events Diary here.


Transition Chepstow Meetings
Reuse & Recycling Group Meeting
Thursday July 21st, 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm
Regency Room at the Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
Monthly meeting to organise our Autumn  Give it Away – Take it Away  reuse event and, linked to our  Plastic Bag Free Chepstow  initiative, an event to publicise the Carrier Bag Levy which comes in to effect on the 1st of October.  Everyone welcome!  For more information, contact Janet via recycling@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Human Consciousness in the Computer Age - A Discussion
Thursday, July 21st, 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm
Coach & Horses Inn, Welsh Street, Chepstow
For more information contact Peter via sustainablehealth@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Energy Group Meeting
Thursday July 21st, 7.30-9.30pm
Location to be confirmed.
Contact Tim for more details via energy@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Food Group Meeting
Wednesday, 27th July, 7.30-9.30pm
Upstairs meeting room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
Interested in helping create more local and sustainable food supplies for Chepstow?  Current projects include local fruit tree planting, a ‘Grow Your Own’ campaign and developing a Landshare Scheme.  If you have any other tasty ideas, please feel free to join us.  Drinks in the bar after the meeting.  For more details, contact Marcus via 07944 468052 or food@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Steering Group Meeting - Transition Chepstow
Monday, August 15th, 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm
Upstairs Meeting Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
Interested in learning more about progress with local Transition projects or helping shape the direction of Transition Chepstow?  All welcome, please just let us know if you hope to join us. Contact Tim via info@transitionchepstow.org.uk 
Tidenham Landshare: Future Plans
August 24th, 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm
Upstairs meeting room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow.
Working with a local farmer, Transition Chepstow has helped to start a Landshare project in Tidenham.  If you're interested in helping to plan what we do on the Transition Chepstow plot for 2012 (e.g. what to grow, how to involve the wider community), please do come along. 
For more details contact Marcus via 07944 468052 or food@transitionchepstow.org.uk 
We look forward to seeing you soon!
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