Transition Chepstow

September 2011 Newsletter

It’s a bumper edition Newsletter!  As always, more details on our projects and events can be found on our website http://www.transitionchepstow.org.uk/  and our NEW Facebook site.  For general enquiries email info@transitionchepstow.org.uk or call 07944 468052.

Latest News
Getting Engaged – How can we encourage more people to be involved with Transition Chepstow?
Transition Chepstow celebrates its fourth birthday this year.  To achieve its full potential, we need even greater local involvement.  Please bring your ideas on involving more local people to our get together on the 24th September.  See ‘Transition Chepstow Events’ (below) for more details.

It’s in the Bag!
To wrap up our Plastic Bag Free Chepstow campaign, the Reuse and Recycling Group had a stall at the Co-op to highlight the reasons why the Carrier Bag Levy is being introduced in Wales on the 1st of October.  The Welsh Government is as keen as we are to reduce waste, reduce litter and minimise the harm to wildlife caused by single-use carrier bags.  They hope the minimum 5p charge that stores will be required to make will encourage people to bring their own reusable bags when they go shopping.  The stall highlighted the problems that carrier bags cause and shoppers were offered one of our 'I support plastic bag free Chepstow' stickers to put in their car to remind them to bring their bag.  Nearly every shopper we spoke to either proudly showed us their reusable bags, or confessed to having several at home which they’d forgotten to bring with them.
Look out for Transition Chepstow members helping to run the recycling at Usk Show on the 10th of September and at the Abergavenny Food Festival the following weekend.  Working with Maximum Recycling, we will be lending a hand to raise money for TC’s projects – while reducing the carbon footprint of the two events!

The next Give It Away/Take It Away reuse event will be held from 10am until 4pm on Sunday the 16th October in the Chepstow Comprehensive School car park, next to the Leisure Centre.  See ‘Transition Chepstow Events’ for more details.

Wildlife Walks
The 'Wildlife In Transition' group recently had three lovely wildlife walks.  On the August Bank Holiday weekend, the group surveyed trees and plants for the national 'Plantlife' survey and were very lucky to be joined by a local botanist who helped the group identify 70 wild plants and trees.  On the route, they found both woodland and grassland with a very rich variety of plants.  This contrasted with other areas where poor diversity showed the effects of spraying.  Last month the group had a wonderful evening walk in the Forest of Dean led by a Forestry Commission ranger – where they heard nightjar and saw roe deer, tawny owl, bats and glow worms.  They’ve also enjoyed a visit to the wildflower meadows at Gwent Wildlife Trust's Pentwyn Farm.  The group will be planning Autumn walks at the next meeting on Thursday 6th October – see ‘Transition Chepstow Meetings’ for more details. 

Fancy an 850 mile walk?
Chepstow is the start/finish of the Wales Coastal Path to be officially opened in May 2012.  However, on 19th September, the Chepstow to Black Rock section will be officially opened by John Griffiths AM, Minister for Environment and Sustainable Development.  Unveiling of a marker stone/ribbon cutting ceremony will take place at 11.30am at the Riverside Park, adjacent to the old Wye Bridge.  Prior to this key date, Transition Chepstow Litter Action Group will undertake a litter pick/sweep along the Path through Fishermans Walk on the evening of 15 September – see Events for more details or email Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Don't drop it ... bin it!
Tidy Wales Week runs from 19 to 25 September.  Once again Keep Wales Tidy is looking for communities and volunteers to do their bit throughout the country.  The Three Rivers Challenge is a project to clean up the rivers Ebbw, Teifi and Ogmore.  However, Chepstonians can get involved closer to home by identifying local 'grot spots' in the town and volunteering with Transition Chepstow Litter Action Group.  The Litter Action Group runs monthly tasks and is always looking for new faces/hands to join in.  Details of forthcoming tasks are posted on the 'Events' web page, or contact Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk
School gets cycling bug
In May and June, with the support of parents, friends and teachers of Pembroke Primary School, Chepstow, Jayne Worrin has been running an after-school bike club.  Jayne initiated this as a pilot study to assess the interest.  Over 35 children applied to join the bike club bringing siblings and parents (some of whom wanted to cycle too).  Each week the children have engaged in different activities, these are: bike skills training; 'Dr Bike' sessions (care and repair for your bikes); and a Virtual Reality Race.  The children celebrated by cycling their last virtual rides on their 'Bling'd Bikes' and the total distance was calculated over the course of six weeks to be 170 miles.  Councillor Henry Ashby gave out prizes for the most creatively decorated bikes.  The prizes were kindly donated by 559 Bikes.  The event was registered with Team Green Britain Bike Week and Transition Chepstow organised follow up bike rides where the children can take part with the support of their parents.  A waiting list was started for September's Bike Club.

Forging Transport Links
Nik, Jennifer & Jayne from the Transport Group met with the Welsh Government Pathfinder Officer to discuss improving communications between the various sustainable transport groups in Wales so that they can benefit from sharing experiences of setting up their projects.  The Officer offered his assistance in communicating with local councils to promote 'traffic free' paths and sustainable transport solutions in Wales, including Monmouthshire County Council regarding the Wye Valley Cycle Path.


Wye Valley Cycle Path Update
Wye Valley Communities For Safer Cycling have reported that recent planning delays have meant that the Chepstow to Tintern cycle path has lost its lottery funding.  Wye Valley Communities For Safer Cycling state that Sustrans remain committed to the project and are planning to obtain funding from elsewhere and that they aim to help Sustrans with fund raising once planning permission has been obtained.  The project has full planning permission from Forest of Dean DC but not from Monmouthshire CC.  The current delay with the Monmouthshire decision centres around parking in Tintern.  Wye Valley Communities For Safer Cycling fully anticipate that this can be resolved in the near future.  For more information please visit their website.

Free Fruit!
Transition Chepstow member Janet Rawlings is offering crab apples to anyone willing to collect them.  Contact Janet via recycling@transitionchepstow.org.uk Crab apple jelly anyone?

Transition Chepstow Events

The Transport Group organise leisurely bike rides by arrangement on Wednesday evening and at weekends.  Please contact Jen or Nik for more information: 01291 626836  or email: gosper@talk21.com
Litter Pick
Thursday, 15th September, 6.30pm
Meet at the allotments off Strongbow Road, Bulwark.
Tackling Fishermans Walk before the official opening of the Wales Coast Path. For details, email Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk

Promoting Health: Failure and Success 
Thursday, 15th September, 7.30pm 
Coach & Horses Inn, Welsh Street, Chepstow
Transition Chepstow Health & Consciousness Group
A group discussion.  All welcome.  For more details, contact Peter via sustainablehealth@transitionchepstow.org.uk

Getting Engaged – How can we encourage more people to be involved with Transition Chepstow?
Saturday 25th September, 2pm – 5pm
Function Room, Castle Inn, 12 Bridge Street, Chepstow
We need your ideas to help build involvement within Transition Chepstow.
All Transition Chepstow members welcome.  Drinks in the bar afterwards.
If you can join us, please email food@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Give it Away - Take it Away
Sunday 16th October, 10am – 4pm
Chepstow Comprehensive School Car Park
Transition Chepstow’s semi-annual reuse event, helping reduce Chepstow’s resource use and carbon footprint.  One person’s trash is another one’s treasure!

The format will be the same as last year's with everyone invited to bring along unwanted possessions and/or take away items they have a use for.  Last time everything from books to bunny houses changed hands and we hope this event will be even bigger.  Anything left over at the end will be given to a reuse charity such as Tools for Self-Reliance or taken to the Household Recycling Centre at Five Lanes.  As well as 'givers' and 'takers', we are looking for people to help marshal the event for an hour or two.

See our website for more details.  For more information, or to get involved, please contact Janet Rawlings on 01291 625977 or at recycling@transitionchepstow.org.uk.
Apple Pressing - Chepstow Town Council
Saturday, 29th October  
The Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow.
Full details to appear on the Transition Chepstow website during mid-September.

Chepstow 'Apple Day' - Chepstow Town Council & Transition Chepstow
Sunday, 30th October - Free Entry
The Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow
Full details to appear on the Transition Chepstow website during mid-September.
Chepstow’s third annual Apple Day will be packed with activities for all the family.
Exploring Links between Local Food and Good Health
Thursday 17th November, 7.30pm
Coach & Horses Inn, Welsh Street, Chepstow
Transition Chepstow Health & Consciousness Group
A group discussion.  All welcome.  For more details, contact Peter via sustainablehealth@transitionchepstow.org.uk

Other events (organised by other groups)

Eco Open Homes
Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th September
Throughout the Forest of Dean
25 homes and three businesses will be open at different times through the weekend to show various ecological technologies, including: Photo-voltaic systems; internal and external insulation; heat recovery systems; solar hot water; air and ground source heat pumps; wood pellet stoves; triple glazing; rainwater harvesting; area heating systems; and self-sufficient gardens.
Find more details at:  www.forestecoopenhomes.org.uk

Ideas for Monmouthshire Garden Festival?
Wednesday, 14th September, 7pm
Shire Hall, Agincourt Square, Monmouth
The Festival and Events team at Adventa are proposing to organise a garden festival in Monmouthshire.  If you have an interest in gardening, you are welcome to attend this initial public meeting.  To book a place, email Louise@adventa.org.uk or Joanna@adventa.org.uk or phone 01633 784 311.
Chepstow Town Crier

For details of other local events, visit the Chepstow Town Crier events diary here.

Transition Chepstow Meetings
Reuse & Recycling Group Meeting
Thursday 15th September, 7:30pm – 9:00pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
On the agenda will be a review on our Plastic Bag Free Chepstow/Carrier Bag Levy stall held at the Co-op on the 26th of August and planning for the Give it Away – Take it Away reuse event on the 16th October.  Everyone welcome.  For more information please contact Janet via recycling@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Food Group Meeting
Monday 19th September  7.30pm – 9.30pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
Interested in helping create more local and sustainable food supplies for Chepstow?  Current projects include ‘Apple Day’, local fruit tree planting, a ‘Grow Your Own’ campaign and developing a landshare scheme.  If you have any other tasty ideas, please feel free to join us.  Drinks in the bar after the meeting.  For more details contact Marcus via 07944 468052 or food@transitionchepstow.org.uk

Wildlife in Transition Group Meeting
Thursday 6th October, 7.30pm – 9:00 pm
We'll be planning our Autumn walks at this meeting - all welcome.  Please contact Rosemary on 01291 621914 for venue details.
Steering Group Meeting 
Monday 17th October, 7.30 – 9.00 pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
Help shape Transition Chepstow's plans for 2012 and beyond! 
All welcome.  For more information contact Tim via info@transitionchepstow.org.uk
We look forward to seeing you soon!

Transition Chepstow
www.transitionchepstow.org.uk
