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November 2011 Newsletter

In this autumn edition …
Latest News
Transition Chepstow Events
Other Events (organised by other groups)
Transition Chepstow Meetings
More details on our projects and events can be found on our website http://www.transitionchepstow.org.uk/  and our Facebook site.  For general enquiries email info@transitionchepstow.org.uk or call 01291 630084.  Feel free to email this newsletter to friends and family – you don’t have to be a member of Transition Chepstow to come along to a Transition Chepstow event!
Latest News

‘Plastic Bag Free Chepstow’ and the Carrier Bag Levy
October saw the introduction of the Carrier Bag Levy in Wales - and hopefully marked the end of Transition Chepstow's ‘Plastic Bag Free Chepstow’ initiative.  It was projects like ‘Plastic Bag Free Chepstow’ which gave the former Welsh Government's Minister for the Environment and Sustainability the backing she needed to propose the Levy by demonstrating popular support for reducing this very visible sign of our throw-away culture.  The ‘My Chepstow Bag’ give-away and our ‘Shop Local’ prize draw were the "carrots" which have now been followed up with the Levy "stick".  Initial reports are that the 5p charge per single-use bag has rolled out smoothly and has drastically reduced the number of carrier bags shopkeepers are handing out.  It will hopefully lead to a reduction in the number of bags seen littering the countryside and endangering wildlife.

Give it Away - Take it Away
Our fifth ‘Give it Away - Take it Away’ reuse event was held on the 16th October in the Chepstow Comprehensive School Car Park.  Tents, carpet, chairs, bikes, toys galore and even a wardrobe found new homes.  Best of all, we had the smallest amount yet of items left over to take to the Five Lanes Recycling Centre. 

Pembroke Primary School Bike Club
Jayne Worrin and Paul Keeble (Monmouthshire County Council) are travelling to Llandaff with some children from Pembroke Primary School for the Youth Achievement Awards on 16th November, where Jayne will be talking about the Bike Club Initiative. 

Wildlife in Transition – Winter Walks
During the winter months our wildlife walks will focus on Chepstow Town and its footpaths and open spaces.  This will include surveying some of the 'wildlife corridors' around the Fairfield-Mabey site, which has been proposed for development in the Local Development Plan.  A local botanist will be sharing his findings with us on our next wildlife walk in November.  Full details here. 

Chepstow’s Local Development Plan (LDP)
Are you concerned about major development in Chepstow?  The Council is consulting on the Deposit LDP and supporting documents for a statutory 6 week period between 7th October and 18th November 2011.  The deposit LDP and its supporting documents, including the Sustainability Appraisal Report, can be viewed at the following locations: Council’s website  www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/planningpolicy; at County Hall, Cwmbran; all Council libraries; and at One Stop shops. 

The plan includes proposed development of the Fairfield-Mabey site (behind Tesco).  Any comments or responses we wish to make must be received by 4.30 on Friday 18th November 2011.  If you have any comments or responses to add to the Transition Chepstow response, please contact Glyn via ldp@transitionchepstow.org.uk

Have you or your neighbour installed PV?
The Energy Group are trying to hit a target of 50 homes in Chepstow with PV installed by March 2012.  If you have had PV installed or know a neighbour who has, please could you forward your name, contact details, and address of the property with PV to energy@transitionchepstow.org.uk.  We are finding personal recommendation the best way to encourage others to install PV so this would be very helpful in assisting the Energy Group hit its 50 home target.  If you are interested in installing PV, please see the Energy page of the Transition Chepstow website.

Book Offer!
The NEW ‘Transition Companion’ is now available from Transition Chepstow for the bulk buy price of £10.50 per copy (RRP £19.99).  Compiled by Rob Hopkins, this book is a colourful and highly instructive guide to making communities low carbon and more resilient.  

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, who has written the foreword for the book, comments  "It’s a work full of bold answers, inspirational ideas and daring solutions.  Although profoundly serious at heart, it’s never sombre.  In fact, it’s a great deal of fun, frequently demonstrating how Transition is a highly creative, stimulating and even playful process."  
The book features Transition Chepstow’s ‘My Chepstow Bag’ project.  To reserve a copy, email Marcus via food@transitionchepstow.org.uk 
And The Winner Is ... ?
Transition Chepstow Litter Action Group is to be nominated in the Tidy Wales Awards for the work carried out and ongoing at Fishermans Walk and Warren Slade Woods.  Categories eligible for the Group are New Community Group and Woodland Improvement.

The nine category winners are then eligible for the prestigious overall trophy.  The awards ceremony takes place in January.  

If you want to get involved with the Group, contact Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk  or see upcoming Tasks on the Events page of the website.

These Boots Are Made For Walking .... To Chepstow!

Chepstow will shortly be bidding to become the first 'Walkers Are Welcome' accredited town in Monmouthshire.  

Walkers are Welcome is a national scheme for communities which have something special to offer to walkers.  Status strengthens the town/village reputation as a walking centre, boosts the local economy, public transport use and raises the profile of the local footpath network for residents and visitors alike.  Currently there are 70 towns/villages holding the status and Chepstow is in the enviable position of having five long distance walking routes starting/finishing in the town or passing close by! 
Two meetings have now been held and a steering group formed.  If you would like to get involved as a business or individual, or want more information, contact Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Transition Chepstow Events

Exploring Links Between Local Food and Good Health
Thursday, November 17th, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Coach & Horses inn, Welsh Street, Chepstow
An open discussion around the health impacts of communities producing their own food.  Issues to consider will include: fresh nutritional ingredients, social and mental wellbeing, and physical exercise.  All are welcome.  For more information, contact Marcus via food@transitionchepstow.org.uk or 01291 630084.

Transition Drinks
Friday, November 18th, 8:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Coach & Horses Inn - Welsh Street, Chepstow
An informal get together for anyone involved or interested in Transition or related projects.  New faces welcome.  For more information contact Tim via info@transitionchepstow.org.uk.

Litter Clean Up
Sunday, November 27th
Location/time to be confirmed.  For details, contact Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Wildlife Walk
Sunday, November 27th, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Fishermans Walk
During the winter months our wildlife walks will focus on Chepstow Town and its footpaths and open spaces.  This will include surveying some of the wildlife corridors around the Fairfield Mabey site, which has been proposed for development in the Local Development Plan. 

A local botanist will be sharing his findings with us on our next wildlife walk on 27 November.  Meet by the Bulwark allotments in Strongbow Road, 11.00am.  For more information please contact Rosemary via wildlifeintransition@transitionchepstow.org.uk  or 01291 621914.

Wildlife and Wellbeing
Thursday, January 19th, 7.30 - 9 pm
Coach & Horses Inn, Welsh Street, Chepstow
A joint discussion event of the Transition Chepstow Wildlife and Health & Consciousness Group.  All are invited to participate in the discussion concerning the role of nature and human health.  For more details contact Peter via sustainablehealth@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Other events (organised by other groups)

Community Carol Sing with The Singing Club
Wednesday, December 21st, 8:00 pm – 9:30 pm
The Chepstow Castle Inn, Bridge Street, Chepstow
Join the Chepstow Singing Club for an evening of Christmas Caroling around the town.  Meet at the Chepstow Castle Inn on Bridge Street.  Everyone welcome – no previous experience needed!

Chepstow Country Market
November 18th
Palmer Community Centre, Cormeilles Square: 8.00am - 12.30pm


Chepstow Country Market
November 19th
Town Arch, High Street: 8.30am – 12.30pm


Chepstow Farmers' Market
November 12th & 26th
Cormeilles Square: 9.00am – 1.00pm. 
For more local events, visit the Chepstow Town Crier Events Diary here.


Transition Chepstow Meetings
Reuse & Recycling Group Meeting
November 17th, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow

Our monthly meeting will review our 'Give it Away – Take it Away' event in mid-October and start planning for the one next Spring. With the introduction of the Carrier Bag Levy making Chepstow’s High Street pretty much plastic bag free, we’re looking for ideas for our next initiative.  Please join us for a drink and a chat about all things related to reuse and recycling.  For more details, contact Janet via recycling@transitionchepstow.org.uk. 

Food Group Meeting 
Wednesday, November 23rd, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Beaufort Square, Chepstow
Interested in helping create more local and sustainable food supplies for Chepstow? Current projects include ‘Apple Day’, local fruit tree planting, a ‘Grow Your Own’ campaign and developing a Landshare Scheme.  If you have any other tasty ideas, please feel free to join us.  Drinks in the bar after the meeting. For more details contact Marcus via food@transitionchepstow.org.uk.

Steering Group Meeting
Monday, 19th December 2011, 7:30pm-9:30pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
The bi-monthly gathering of the various Transition Chepstow groups to discuss progress and plans with their projects.  News faces welcome but please let us know that you hope to join us via info@transitionchepstow.org.uk.
We look forward to seeing you soon!
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