Transition Chepstow

January 2012 Newsletter

Happy New Year!  We’ve plenty to tempt you in our first newsletter of 2012.
More details about our projects and events can be found on our website and our Facebook site.  For general enquiries, email info@transitionchepstow.org.uk or call 07944 468052.  Feel free to email this newsletter to friends and family – you don’t have to be a member of Transition Chepstow to come along to a Transition Chepstow event!
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Latest News
Your views count!
Transition Chepstow celebrates its fifth birthday this year and this seemed a good time to gather members’ opinions to help plan our path to a resilient, low carbon community.  We’ve created this short and exclusive members survey which should only take 5 - 10 minutes of your time to do. 

We will use the information to plan future events and projects.  All responses will be reported on anonymously and will not be shared with any other organisation.  

We’d really appreciate your participation and will share the results in the March edition of our newsletter.
Energy Workshop Invitation
People living and working in Chepstow and the surrounding villages spend between £18 million and £20 million on energy annually and a large proportion of this is avoidable.  Many of you will have already received your winter fuel bills and will have personal experience of such substantial costs. 

On the 18th February 2012 from 1pm to 5pm at the Beaufort Hotel function room, the Transition Chepstow Energy Group (TCEG) is holding a workshop to decide on two or three strategies for the Energy Group that will help significantly to reduce the Chepstow and surrounding villages’ energy bill.  TCEG wants to involve more people in deciding appropriate ways forward for reducing related fuel bills.

Places at the workshop are limited to 20 people so please book your place in advance to ensure attendance by emailing energy@transitionchepstow.org.uk or texting 07971 566936.

Chepstow keeps Giving and Taking!
Our Spring Give It Away/Take It Away reuse event will take place from 10am until 4pm on Sunday 20th May in the Severn Bridge Social Club car park, opposite the shops in Bulwark.

The format will be the same as last time with everyone invited to bring along unwanted possessions and/or to take away items they have a use for.  Last October everything from books to beds changed hands and we hope that our Spring event will be even bigger.  Anything left at the end will be offered to a re-use charity such as Tools for Self-Reliance and the remainder taken to the Council's Recycling Centre at Five Lanes. 

As well as 'givers' and 'takers', we are looking for people to help marshal the event for an hour or two.  Please have a look at our page on the TC website for more details.
Solar power catches on
The Energy Group had a target of helping 50 properties in the Chepstow area of installing solar ‘photovoltaic (PV) panels’ by the end of March 2012.  This target was met in November 2011, over four months early.  A map of installations can be seen on the energy group pages of our website, here. 

There are still more installations we don’t know about so if you or a neighbour have installed PV please email the address to energy@transitionchepstow.org.uk to help us update our map.

Transition Chepstow Events

'Wildlife & Wellbeing' - discussion evening
Thursday, January 19th 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Coach & Horses Inn, Welsh Street, Chepstow
Transition Chepstow’s Health & Consciousness and Wildlife groups will be meeting together for an evening of discussion about the relationships between Wildlife and our Wellbeing.  All are welcome.


Litter Clean Up
Saturday, January 21st 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Tenby Lane & Lewis Way.  Meet at Tenby Lane car park.
For details, contact Paul via litter@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Food Group Meeting
Wednesday, January 25th, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
Interested in helping create more local and sustainable food supplies for Chepstow? Current projects include ‘Apple Day’, local fruit tree planting, a ‘Grow Your Own’ campaign and developing a Landshare Scheme.

If you have any other tasty ideas, please feel free to join us.  Drinks in the bar after the meeting.  For more details contact Marcus via 07944 468052 or food@transitionchepstow.org.uk


Steering Group Meeting
Monday, January 30th, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow

Are you interested in helping to help shape the aims and direction of Transition Chepstow’s projects?

If you would like to join us, please contact Tim via info@transitionchepstow.org.uk
‘Wildlife in Transition’ group meeting
Thursday, February 16th, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Private venue - all welcome - please contact Rose on 01291 621914 for details
All are welcome to our regular group meeting.  Amongst other things we’ll be discussing the proposed development plans for Chepstow and their possible impact on local wildlife.  We’ll also be planning our activities for the year ahead.
Energy Group Workshop to determine future focus
Saturday, February 18, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Beaufort Hotel, Main Function Room
The workshop is limited to 20 people so please  book your place in advance to ensure attendance by emailing energy@transitionchepstow.org.uk or texting 07971 566936


Annual General Meeting
Monday, March 12th, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Regency Room, Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow
Help decide how Transition Chepstow is steered in 2012/2013.  Followed by drinks in the bar.  Full details coming to our website soon.

Monmouthshire 'Open Eco-Homes' Weekend
10:00 am Saturday 17th March  to  4:00 pm Sunday18th March 
Various Locations in Monmouthshire (including Chepstow)
The Community Climate Champions, which is a partnership between Monmouthshire County Council, local Transition Towns groups, local Friends of the Earth groups, town and community councils, Severn Wye Energy Agency and others, plan to hold an Eco Open Homes weekend from 17th-18th March 2012, during Climate Week.

The aim of the event is to get between 20 and 30 properties (mainly homes, but also some village halls and businesses) who have some “eco” features such as super insulation, low energy lighting, renewable energy etc. to open up to visitors during the weekend.  Visitors will be able to see how the technologies work and ask questions to the homeowner about how it works, how much it cost, how much they have saved etc., with a view to installing their own systems.  

The weekend will be promoted via leaflets, local advertising and a website detailing which properties have which features, directions and when they will be open.  Alongside the open homes, there will also be four eco-fairs or workshops, one in each town, during the weekend, where local installers, housing associations and environmental organisations will be available to visitors to give advice, quotations etc.
For more information or if you are interested in opening up your home (or business) please contact: Hazel Clatworthy, Sustainability Community Officer, Monmouthshire County Council. Telephone: 01633 644843
Email: hazelclatworthy@monmouthshire.gov.uk

Tidenham Landshare - Transition Chepstow plot working party
Sunday, March 18th, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Tidenham Landshare, Hanley Court Business Centre , Tidenham

Working with local famer Lyndon Edwards, Transition Chepstow has helped to start ‘Tidenham Landshare’.  Transition Chepstow has its own community fruit and vegetables growing plot and we are keen to get more local people involved with using it.  So maybe you’ve always wanted to grow your own fruit and veg but never had the space, or were worried about taking on a whole allotment plot?

On the Transition Chepstow plot, you can swap your time for fresh fruit and veg (grown without chemicals!).

This event is a working party to help prepare the site for next year’s growing.  Feel free to join us for an hour or two to help out, meet other likeminded individuals and share your ideas for the plot.

If you wish to come along, please contact Marcus on 07944 468052 or via food@transitionchepstow.org.uk
Tidenham Landshare is situated in the field on the south side (Chepstow side) of Hanley Court on the A48, 1 mile outside of Tutshill. http://www.hanleycourt.co.uk/
Other events (organised by other groups)

Chepstow Wassail and Mari Lwyd plus Ceilidh - The Widders Border Morris
Saturday, January 21st, 3:00 pm – 11:00 pm
Various locations in Chepstow
The Widders Border Morris and friends invite you all to join an extraordinary and unique annual event in Chepstow.

The Wassail and the Mari Lwyd are ancient customs from England and Wales, celebrated on or around New Year in an effort to raise spirits and look forward to a good and prosperous year ahead.

It is attended by hundreds of people from all over the country.  If you have never been to this event, prepare to be astounded, amazed, astonished and ready to have some really good fun.  But wrap up warm – it’s in January!

Full details can be found here.

Bristol's 'Big Green Week' 
June 9th to 17th
A world class festival of sustainability

A world-class week of big green ideas from 9th to 17th June.  With talks, film, theatre and art, Bristol’s BIG Green Week 2012 will be the UK’s 'must attend' environmental event, attracting a wide range of visitors to the city.
For full details visit here.
‘Green Gathering’ Festival 
August 2nd to 5th
Piercefield Park, Chepstow
Now in its second year!  Tickets now on sale – the ticket price rises as we get nearer to the event.  For full details visit here.
We look forward to seeing you soon!
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