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Chepstow is Granted 
Plastic Free Status

Three months after the launch of the  Plastic
Free Chepstow Campaign, Chepstow has been
recognised by  Surfers  Against  Sewage as  the
first  Plastic  Free Community  in  South  Wales
and the first Plastic Free Market in Wales! 
It all  started with David Attenborough’s Blue
Planet  Series  that  galvanised  communities
across the UK. Chepstow had a launch meeting
on 15th March in the Greenman with over 30
attending aged 8 – 80! Momentum rapidly grew
with the Facebook page gathering hundreds of
followers in a few weeks. 

To  achieve  Plastic  Free  status,  communities
need to demonstrate that local  government,
community  organisations and  businesses  are
acting together  to reduce plastic  and tackle
litter  –  and  Chepstow  has  risen  to  this
challenge!
Our first challenge was to persuade Chepstow
Town Council to pass a resolution, which they
did  on  28th March  and  have  supported  the
campaign all  the way,  special  thanks to Cllr
Lisset  Burrett  who  has  attended  all  plastic
free meetings since the resolution.
Secondly we had to get 10 local businesses on
board to agree to phase  out at least 3 single
use plastic items. So far we have more than 15
and more companies are signing up every day.
Look out for the  Plastic Free Chepstow logos
in shops around town!

Thirdly we had to get 30% of schools and 50%
of community spaces single use plastic free.
We  started  with  the  Straws  off  Streets
Campaign,  involving  schools who  are  raising
pupil awareness and building sculptures out of
plastic waste which will be displayed around
Chepstow  in  July.  We  have  had  massive
support from community organisations.
Fourthly  we  had  to  demonstrate  community
involvement,  Paul  Gowen  lead  on  this  with
several  litter picks organised this  spring and
we welcomed  The Big Walk visiting Chepstow
with a Plastic Free picnic.
Fifthly  we  had  to  demonstrate  we  had  a
steering group that was robust and could keep
going – thanks to Cllr Lisset Burrett, Graham
Eele, Shari Finch, Paul Gowen, Damian Hardy,
Tim Melville, Charlotte Moore, Pam Robinson,
Kristian Vaughan-Adkins, Iain Mills  and all the
many people who have attended Plastic Free
Meetings.  With  Transition  Chepstow being in
existence for 11 years the final challenge was
cleared.

“This is a real achievement – it reflects the
commitment shown by the Town Council, our
local  independent  businesses  and  other
organisations,  and  our  enthusiastic
volunteers.  But  the  hard  work  starts  now,
helping people to think about how they can
cut  down  on  plastic,  talking  to  the
supermarket  chains,  working  with
Monmouthshire County Council to encourage
recycling  and  really  tackling  the  culture  of
dropping litter.” 

Graham Eele
Plastic Free Chepstow Coordinator

If  you  would  like  to  be  part  of  the  team
developing  this campaign,  or  to  join  the
mailing list, please get in touch with Graham
on  plasticfree@transitionchepstow.org.uk or
01291  630168.  You  can  also  follow  the
project's  Facebook and  Twitter accounts  to
help build momentum.
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Plastic Free Chepstow Week 
9th–17th June 2018

Join  in  the  events  as  Chepstow prepares  to
celebrate the community coming together to
reduce its reliance on single use plastics and
address  the  curse  of  plastic  litter  in  our
streets and countryside.

Plastic Alternatives
Saturday, 9th June, 1pm

Chepstow Library, NP16 5EN
Talk on how to reduce plastic in your life with
Andrew  Cross,  Founder  &  Director  Earth
Friendly Foodware.

Plastic Free Pub Crawl
Sunday, 10th June, 8pm 

Starting  at  the  Beaufort  Hotel  celebrating
with the pubs that have joined in the plastic
free campaign by removing plastic straws.

No More Plastic
Tuesday, 12th June, 7pm

Chepstow Library, NP16 5EN
Martin Dorey will be introducing his new book
"No. More. Plastic.: What you can do to make
a  difference".  Free  tickets  from  Chepstow
Books or Chepstow Library.

Chepstow Market
Sunday, 10th June, 11am-4pm

Chepstow’s  Sunday Market  is  to  become the
first  street  market  to  be  designated  Plastic
Free  in  Wales  with  the  official  launch  at
12pm. More than 30 stalls selling a range of
food,  crafts  and  other  products  will  be
participating,  and  all  the  stallholders  have
agreed  to  eliminate  single  use  plastic  in
favour  of  more  sustainable  options  (except
where required for wrapping products such as
raw meat).
There  will  be  musical  entertainment  and  a
Plastic  Free  Chepstow  stall  where  residents
can come along and find out more about the
initiative.

“Cotyledon  has  sustainability  as  one  of  its
core values and we are absolutely thrilled to
be hosting the first plastic free market in the
UK. All this would not be possible without the
support  of  Transition  Chepstow,  Chepstow
Town Council, and of course the very talented
and  dedicated  network  of  artisan  makers
creators and superb bakers. The initiative has
inspired everyone to think about their carbon
footprint and I believe this is only the start.
We hope to see all of our markets following
this practice soon.” 

Jan Walsh
Managing Director, Cotyledon Rural Markets

Litter Walk & Plastic Free Picnic
Saturday, 16th June, 2pm

Tenby Lane Car Park, Thornwell
A walk  organised  by  Chepstow  Walkers  Are
Welcome to enjoy the scenery of  the Wales
Coast  Path  and  make  it  even  lovelier  by
picking  up  litter.  Children  and  well-behaved
dogs  welcome,  litter-picking  equipment  will
be  supplied,  and  bring  along  a  plastic-free
picnic to enjoy afterwards.

“It’s  really  fantastic  to  see  all  these
organisations and businesses coming together
to help make Chepstow plastic free. Eleven
years  ago  Transition  Chepstow  was  at  the
forefront of the movement to cut out plastic
bags. Now we are leading the way on cutting
out single use plastic.”
Tim Melville, Transition Chepstow Coordinator
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Highlighting our Community
Orchards

“The trees add beauty to our town, are great
for local wildlife, and local residents can help
themselves to the fruit in the autumn.”

Marcus Perrin, Project Coordinator

As part of April’s  Chepstow Walking Festival,
Transition  Chepstow  led  the  inaugural  walk
around the town's  new Orchard and Wildlife
Trail. The youngest walker, Nathan David, cut
the ribbon in the Castle Dell orchard before
the  walkers,  who  had  come  from  as  far  as
Cardiff  and  Swindon,  set  off  to  enjoy  the
newly designed route that takes in most of the
town’s  community  orchards  and  key  wildlife
sites.

The town orchards were initiated by Chepstow
Town  Council,  working  in  partnership  with
Transition  Chepstow  who  coordinate  local
volunteers  in  maintaining  the  fruit  trees.
Transition Chepstow have created the trail to
help  promote  the  orchards  amongst  local
residents.

Also  in  April,  the  main  community  orchards
each  took  delivery  of  a  block  of  stone,
sourced from the Forest of Dean. The blocks
will be the home for new signage, explaining
the origin and benefits of the orchards, to be
installed in June. Look out for the stones in
the Castle Dell, the riverbank gardens, Garden
City,  Fairview and Denbigh drive, Thornwell.
The  signage  has  been  funded  by  the  Welsh
Perry and Cider Society and Heritage Lottery
Fund. Full  details  of the trail,  including the
downloadable trail map can be found on our
website.

If you’d like to know more about the trail or
how  you  can  help  with  looking  after  our
community  orchards,  please  contact  Marcus
via orchards@transitionchepstow.org.uk.
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Ebenezer Battery Storage Visit
Friday, 8th June 2018

County Hall, The Rhadyr, Usk, NP15 1GA
Gwent Energy CIC are organising a bus trip to
Abertillery to visit a community building with
solar  panels  and  a  battery  demonstrating
outstanding  energy  savings.  If  you're
interested  in  joining the group travelling by
bus  to  Abertillery,  contact  Phil  at
phil.powell@gwentenergycic.org.

Energy Group Meetings
Interested in sustainable energy? Join us for an
Energy Group meeting on the first Wednesday
of  every  month  at  7.30pm  at  the  Beaufort
Hotel in Chepstow.  Upcoming dates: 6th June,
4th July and 1st August 2018.
Contact: energy@transitionchepstow.org.uk

Grow Your Own Food at Hanley
Landshare

Every Saturday 10am-12pm
Next to Hanley Farm Shop, NP16 7LL

Our community plot continues to grow healthy
food and you  are  welcome to  join  in  every
Saturday  morning!  If  the  weather  is  looking
bad and you’d like to check if we are meeting,
contact landshare@transitionchepstow.org.uk.

Open Farm Sunday
Sunday, 10th June 2018, 10am-4pm
Hanley Farm, Tidenham, NP16 7LL

Bring the family for a great day out, free 
entry. The tractor will drive over to Transition 
Chepstow's Landshare!

Keep an eye on Transition Chepstow's
events page for updates on all events!

Friends of The Dell Park
Chepstow's Family Festival

Our  Plastic  Free team  spent  a  great  day
engaging with people at  Friends of The Dell
Park  Chepstow's  Family  Festival  last  month.
Thank you to all those who visited our stall,
shared tips to reduce plastic use, supported us
and offered to volunteer with us! Extra special
thanks for all the children who attended our
Wild  Tribe  Heroes  book  readings,  created
artwork, and spoke with us about what they
are doing in school and at home to save on
plastic,  recycle  and  look  after  the
environment. It was a pleasure to meet you all
and we look  forward to seeing you all  again
soon!

Do you know a suitable site for a bee hive in
the Caldicot area? We’ve been contacted by a
Caldicot  resident  who  is  soon  getting  their
own hive and doesn’t have a site to place it. 
If  you  can  help,  please  contact  Marcus  at
orchards@transitionchepstow.org.uk.
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